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General Information:  
Welcome to “News Summary” from Vietnam, an occasional summary of issues of interest to the U. S. agricultural 

community. The report includes information that has been garnered during travel within Vietnam, reported in the local 

media, or offered by host country officials and agricultural analysts. Press articles are included and summarized in this 

report. Significant issues may be expanded upon in subsequent reports from this office. Minor grammatical changes 

have been made for clarification.  

  

DISCLAIMER: Any press summary contained herein does NOT reflect USDA’s, the U.S. Mission to Vietnam’s, or any 

other U.S. government agency’s point of view or official policy. 

  
POST CONTACT AND FURTHER INFORMATION 

  

Foreign Agricultural Service / Agricultural Affairs Office 

U.S. Embassy – Annex Building 

Rose Garden Building, 3rd Floor 

170 Ngoc Khanh, Ba Dinh District, Hanoi, Vietnam 



Tel: 84-4-3850- 5000           
Email: AgHanoi@fas.usda.gov 

  

Foreign Agricultural Service / Agricultural Affairs Office 

U.S. Consulate General 

Saigon Center, 9th Floor 

65 Le Loi Street, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Tel: 84-8-3825-0502           Fax: 84-8-3825-0503 

Email: AtoHoChiMinh@fas.usda.gov 

  

  

  

Author Defined:  
Consumer safety tops meat import management concerns 

  

Animal health officials on Thursday flatly rejected complaints from local companies about tightening regulations on 

imports of meat and other animal parts, saying consumer safety took precedence over anything else.  

  
The meeting was held to offer more information about two documents issued by the department recently that banned 

import of animal penis and entrails as human food. The import of hearts, livers and kidneys of livestock are approved. 

Also, meat imported for human food that fails to meet safety criteria as regulated by the Ministry of Health cannot be 

irradiated for selling and have to be re-exported, its end-used changed, or destroyed. 

  

A representative of Vinafood Corporation said the company had imported foodstuff from countries where there are strict 

regulations on food safety, and that the exporters had told them the product could be safe for a long time when stored 

below minus 18 degrees Celsius. 

  

“It is unreasonable to say our imported products had expired,” he said. 

  

The statement was made at the meeting despite inspectors last Wednesday finding hundreds of tons of “expired” 

processed food at its warehouses in HCMC. 

  

More than 900 cartons of goods and 17 tons of pork chops and pig’s feet inspected at Vinafood’s Binh Tan District 

warehouse last Wednesday had been recently re-labeled, with the expiration date changed from April 23, 2009 to April 

23, 2010. 

  

Officials inspecting the company’s warehouses in District 7 and Binh Chanh District over the two previous days had 

also discovered hundreds of tons of processed meat that had “expired” or had no production or expiry dates. 

(Source: Thanh Nien News, July 24, 2009) 

  

Post comment: to view the full article, please see <www.thanhniennews.com/healthy/?catid=8&newsid=51082>, 

visited 7/24/09. 

  

Major retailers invest in provinces 

  
Domestic and foreign distributors are flocking to invest in more supermarkets and commercial centers in the provinces 

rather than just the major cities in the country.  

  
With the launch of its supermarket in Phan Rang city in southern Ninh Thuan province recently, Saigon Co-op now has 

18 supermarkets in the provinces, in addition to the 20 others it has in the major urban centers of HCM City, Hanoi, Hai 

Phong, Da Nang and Can Tho. 



  
Saigon Co-op said that it planned to open supermarkets in most provinces and cities by 2015.  

  
Citimart and Maximark have adopted a similar game plan, investing in supermarkets and commercial complexes in the 

southern provinces of Khanh Hoa and Dong Thap. 

  
Foreign distributors have also taken the opportunity to enter the provinces to enlarge their market share in Vietnam. 
German retail giant Metro Cash & Carry recently launched its first wholesale retail centre in southern Dong Nai 

province's Bien Hoa city after trading successfully in HCM City, Hanoi, Hai Phong, Da Nang and Can Tho. 

  
Randy Guttery, Metro Cash&Carry Vietnam's executive director, said Metro planned to open more supermarkets in 

other provinces to meet local demand. 

  
After 11 years in the domestic market, Big C, which comes under France's Casino group, recently opened a supermarket 

in central Hue city following the opening of a supermarket in southern Dong Nai province. It also has seven 

supermarkets in HCM City, Hanoi, Hai Phong and Da Nang. 
(Source: Vietnam News, July 24, 2008) 

Supermarkets hit small shops 

  

Modern supermarkets are changing the way Vietnamese people go shopping, and this trend is seeing people make fewer 

visits to the traditional street-side markets to get their groceries. 

  

According to statistics released by the Hanoi Supermarkets’ Association, supermarkets are slowly but surely taking 

customers away from traditional markets. 

  

In 2000, the turnover of supermarkets nationwide accounted for only 6 percent of the total retail turnover. This year, the 

rate has risen to 16 percent. 

  

The Hanoi Supermarket Association said supermarkets hoped to narrow the price advantage enjoyed by traditional 

markets. 

  

"In the past, retail prices at supermarkets were 10 to 15 percent higher than at traditional markets. However, now most 

of the products at supermarkets are only 1 to 3 percent higher," said Phu 

(Source: Vietnam News, July 23, 2009) 

  

Rice traders urged to step up exports 

  

Vietnamese rice exporters were urged to boost exports to take advantage of relatively good global prices and scarce 

supply, a conference heard on Tuesday in Hanoi. 

  

This year, the world’s rice yield would probably rise by 3.1 percent reaching 29.7 million tons, Pham Quang Dieu, 

director of the Information Centre for Agriculture and Rural Development (AGROINFO) said, adding that rice exports 

were expected to increase by 2.98 percent while imports should rise by 0.11 percent. 

  

In addition, competition in the rice export market would be stiffer towards the end of the year as India and Thailand – 

two leading rice exporting nations – returned to the market after suspending exports. Vietnam’s rice production in the 

summer-autumn crop is expected to be 8 million tons, Dieu said. 

  

The rice market always fluctuates. It is therefore unusual that the price has been stable this year, but this will not last 

long, he said, urging Vietnam to increase exports to take advantage of relatively favorable prices. 

  

According to Truong Thanh Phong, chairman of the Vietnam Food Association (VFA), Thailand is planning to sell 3.8 



million tons of the rice it has in stock, while India plans to export 2 million tons. 

  

The VFA reported that in the first half of July, rice enterprises won contracts to ship 195,000 tons of rice, raising the 

total rice export volume to be sold abroad this year to 5.4 million tons. 

  

From January to June, Vietnam exported 3.6 million tons of rice, earning a turnover of $1.5 billion.  

(Source: Vietnam News, July 23, 2009) 

  

Garment exporters sew up new markets 

  

By switching their focus to Japan and other new markets, domestic garment and textile manufacturers recently won 

many more export contracts last month, making it more likely export targets for this year would be met. 

  

The Vietnam Textile and Apparel Association (Vitas) now predicts that the textile and garment industry will increase its 

total export value by 1-2 percent for this year compared with that of last year, said Le Quoc An, Vitas chairman. The 

sector would have to gain an increase of 6 percent in total export value in the second half of this year to reach that level. 

  

The association submitted a proposal to the Ministry of Industry and Trade to build two more industrial complexes for 

textile and garment-dyeing in northern Thai Binh Province and southern Tra Vinh Province. 

  

The textile and garment industry also planned to apply more advanced technology in production, increase capacity of 

factories, transition to producing higher-quality products and increase salaries for workers, An said. 

  

The export value of the textile and garment sector was $4 billion in the first half of this year, 4.7 percent lower than the 

same period last year, Vitas said. 

  

Earlier this year, the export value of the sector was predicted to reach only $9-9.1 billion for this year, due to the global 

financial crisis; this figure has been adjusted upwards to $9.5 billion, if the volume of export contracts remains stable in 

all existing export markets.  

(Source: Vietnam News, July 22, 2009) 

  

                     

  


